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May 8, 2014

Press Statement on the Bombing of South Kordofan Hospital

The embassies in Khartoum of Canada and the United States extend their condolences to the victims of the
recently reported bombings of the Mother of Mercy Hospital in the Nuba Mountains, South Kordofan. Reports
indicate a number of bombs were dropped near the hospital on May 1 and 2 by Sudanese Armed Forces aircraft,
causing injuries and terrifying patients and staff alike.

We strongly condemn any targeting of civilians, and are appalled by this attack on those providing essential
medical care or humanitarian assistance to people in need. International humanitarian law obligates all parties
to a conflict to distinguish civilians from combatants.

This latest event only heightens our concerns about the protection of civilians in South Kordofan, Blue Nile,
and Darfur, where Sudanese Armed Forces continue indiscriminate aerial bombardments of civilians and
civilian areas.

We call upon the Government of Sudan to account for the apparent targeting of a healthcare facility and its
patients. We urge all parties to the conflict to take the necessary steps through the African Union-led effort to
achieve a cessation of hostilities and allow for full humanitarian access.
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For further information, please contact the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy
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at +249-1-870-2-2000
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